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This report highlights the work of this project from September 2012 to September 2013, including: papers on the internal workings of the 
Saddam Hussein regime; comparisons with the workings of the Bashar al-Asad regime; the policies of both regimes regarding the use of 
chemical weapons against domestic adversaries; the policies of Saddam Hussein with respect inflicting casualties against Iranian civilians 
during the Iran-Iraq war; and Saddam Hussein's attitudes toward developing and using chemical and biological weapons, more generally.  
The key source for this work has been the archive of documents of the Saddam Hussein regime (including transcripts of meetings of key 
leaders) captured by U.S. and Coalition forces in Kuwait in 1991 and Baghdad in 2003, available through the Conflict Records Research 
Center, National Defense University.
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• “Al-Asad’s Chemical Arsenal: Analyzing WMD Deployment during the Syrian Civil War and the Challenges of Disarmament,” The 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Monterey, CA, September 26, 2013.
• “Nonproliferation in the Middle East and the Iraq and Syria Cases,” International Security and Conflict Resolution Program, San Diego 
State University, October 8, 2013.

Also, as anticipated, Ms. Egle Murauskaite delivered a paper, “Saddam’s Targeting of Civilians During the Iran-Iraq War: Extraordinary 
Measure or Business as Usual?” at the 26th Annual Conference of the International Association for Conflict Management, in Tacoma, 
Washington, June 30, 2013-July 3, 2013.  (This version of the paper was provided to the Minerva Project in April 2013.)

***
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3.  “Nonproliferation in the Middle East and the Iraq and Syria Cases,” Panel on the Crisis in Syria, Joan B. Kroc School of Peace 
Studies, University of San Diego, September 9, 2013.
4. Briefing on the Relevance of the Iraq Documents for the Syrian Civil War to to a panel of members of the British Parliament, which 
included former Minister of Defense Malcolm Rivkind, April 19, 2013.
5. Briefing on the Relevance of the Iraq Documents for the Syrian Civil War, Royal United Services Institute, London, April 18, 2013.
6. “Exploring Regime Resilience in Damascus,” International Institute of Strategic Studies, London, April 18, 2013, http://www.iiss.
org/events-calendar/2013-events-archive/april-2013/exploring-regime-resilience-in-damascus/ (video of presentation)
7. Briefing on the Relevance of the Iraq Documents for the Syrian Civil War, Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, 
London, April 15, 2013.
8. “Comparative Sectarianism in Ba’athist Iraq and Syria: How the Ba’th-era Security Services Viewed the Iraqi Shi’a,” Sectarianism in 
the Contemporary Middle East, Centre for Academic Shi'a Studies, London, April 13, 2013..
9. Defeating the Alliance of 30: Hussein’s Concept of Political Victory during the 1991 Gulf War”, War Initiation and Termination: 
Insights from Captured Iraqi Records, International Studies Association Conference, San Francisco, April 3-6 2013.
10. “Al-Asad’s Toxic Deterrent: Would Damascus Deploy Chemical Weapons during the Syrian Civil War?” The Monterey Institute of 
International Studies & The James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Monterey, CA, January 16, 2013.
11. “Uprisings, State, and Sect in Syria and Iraq: What Saddam Hussein's Iraq Reveals about the Conflict in Syria,” Department of 
Anthropology, Fluminense Federal University (UFF), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, December 18, 2012.
12. “Comparing Saddam Hussein's Iraq and the Syria of Al-Asad: Coup-Proofing and Counter-insurgency in Two Ba’athist States,” Joseph 
Kruzel Memorial Foreign and Defense Policy Luncheon Series, Washington State University, Pullman, November 30, 2012.

Egle Murauskaite, M.A., delivered a paper, “Saddam’s Targeting of Civilians During the Iran-Iraq War: Extraordinary Measure or Business 
as Usual?” at the 26th Annual Conference of the International Association for Conflict Management, in Tacoma, Washington, June 30, 
2013-July 3, 2013.  (This version of the paper was provided to the Minerva Project in April 2013 and is part of the on-line conference 
proceedings; the revised, current version is included earlier in this report.  It is now pending with the Journal of Terrorism and Poliltical 
Violence, which has expressed interest in publishing the revised version once certain comments are addressed.)
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Scientific Progress


This project involved social science, rather than experimental science, but
sought to advance the former through analysis along a number of avenues of a
unique archive of historical documents, those captured by U.S. and coalition
forces in Kuwait, during the First Persian Gulf War, and in Baghdad, during
the Second Gulf War.  The records were made available through the Conflict
Records Research Center (CRRC).  The archive included numerous transcribed
recordings of Saddam Hussein speaking with his closest counselors regarding
political and military strategy during the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War, the
First and Second Gulf Wars and the uprisings that followed the former, as
well as how Iraq would manage relations with the UN Special Commission
during the 1990s, when the Commission was tasked with the elimination of
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. Numerous other internal documents of the
regime provided further insights into these issues.

The archival record was partial: documents were translated and vetted for
release through a careful, labor-intensive process, and the CNS team was
obliged to work with the material at hand, knowing that more might soon come
available.  Nonetheless because of the expertise the CNS team brought to the
task, we were able to offer important new insights.  We saw our work as
creating a set of building blocks, a foundation to which future scholars
will be able to add, as new evidence about these historical episodes emerges.

Our work focused on the internal dynamics of the Saddam Hussein regime, the
role of the Ba'ath party, the security structures that Saddam used to
maintain power, parallels with the Syrian Ba'athist regime of the Assads,
and Saddam's attitudes toward attacking civilians and the development and
use of weapons of mass destruction, in particular his chemical and
biological weapons - where again we were able to draw parallels with
developments in Syria.  

We greatly appreciated the collaboration with the always helpful staff of
the CRRC and, toward the end of our Minerva work, we were able to turn the
tables and assist these colleagues by helping to identify documents for
accelerated translation and vetting that could shed further light on
Saddam's chemical weapons program.

Technology Transfer




